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Home of quality antique, vintage, new,
painted furniture and decorative pieces

NANA’S ATTIC

Tel: 01404 891466 | Mob: 07923 973389
Web: www.nanasattic.co.uk | Email: contactnanasattic@gmail.com

18 Flightway Business Park, Dunkeswell EX14 4RD

Popular items at Nana's Attic include Tables, Coffee Tables, Side Tables,
Bedside Tables, Drawers, Chest of Drawers, Storage, Dressers,

Bookcases, Lecterns, Candelabras, and Chandeliers.
RESTORATION WORK UNDERTAKEN AT COMPETITVE PRICES

Open. 10am - 4pm Tuesday to Saturday

Welcome to The Honiton 
Flyer for Autumn 2024.
As usual – lots of great local businesses to read 
about! And a number of interesting articles 
to read too. As you will see on our front cover, 
Allhallows Museum are urgently raising funds to repair a faulty roof. Please read more about this 
in their articles on Pages 28 & 29. Honiton Lions Club bring us as interesting update on Page 
10. And on Page 14 Honiton U3A announce their programme of illustrated winter talks.

“The Honiton Flyer” spent Bank Holiday Monday at The Honiton Hill Rally.  Please see our 
report on Pages 18 & 19. Our useful local and area maps will be found on Pages 20 and 21. 
Local contributor Terry Darrant has an interesting update on the future of train services through 
Honiton Station. Please find his article on Page 24.

The Honiton Flyer spent a very enjoyable day at The Honiton Show 
on Thursday 1 August. Exciting aerobatics; dramatic carriage - driving; 
quality food displays; hound judging; local wheelwright Martin Symes 
with his wonderful selection of trolleys and wheelbarrows. See our 
photo report on Pages 32 and 33.

Our historical contributor Terry Darrant has 
excelled himself in the edition, with a “tongue-in-
cheek” story about Luppitt Harbour on Page 34.

Our selection of businesses in this edition of The 
Honiton Flyer is really impressive, and I hope that 
you all give them the support they deserve.

Best wishes for the Autumn,

Anthony Bucke  Editor. 
Friday 6 September 2024.
E. honiton@theantiquestourist.com
w. www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk

Honiton Hill Rally

Honiton Show
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WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS TO SUCCEED!

NICK SULLY - Field Sales Manager
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Sheds
Summer Houses

Play Houses
Garden Offices

Garages 
Workshops

Animal Houses
Cabins

Bespoke Projects

pro
vidin

g qualit
y tim

ber 

build
in

gs &
 pro

ducts
 at

an affo
rd

able pric
e.

Timber Yard, Marcus Road, Dunkeswell, Devon, EX14 4LA 
Call us: 01404 891404 Email us: info@insideoutbuildings.co.uk 
Visit our website for more information: www.insideoutbuildings.co.uk

Delivering outstanding chiropractic care to 
help alleviate pain, improve functionality and movement

Appointments also available for soft tissue massage
with our lovely therapists at the clinic. 

for more information visit us online at: www.honitonchiropracticclinic.co.uk

Austin Wells-Burr MChiro DC LRCC
Sasha Moores MChiro DC Tel: 01404 549270
191-193 High Street, Honiton EX14 1LQ find us on facebook 



6 7Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk6 7

Unit 1-3 Heath Trade Park, Gloucester Crescent,
Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton, EX14 1DS

Visit our website: mkm.com

J Baker - Roofing Specialist
Jason.baker@mkmbs.co.uk

Tel: 01404 41242 | Mob: 07836652549

Independent Hearing Professionals Since 1999

HONITON HEARING CENTRE
Independent Hearing Professionals Since 1999

Our team continues to provide our
customers with excellent services for all
types of hearing related issues.

Need your hearing aid repaired?
We offer warranted repairs to all makes
and models of private hearing aids.

Make an appointment online via  w w w . h o n i t o n - h e a r i n g . c o . u k

Call us on 01404 47070 to discuss your requirements with one of our team members

Make an appointment online via www.honiton-hear ing.co.uk

Independent Hearing Professionals Since 1999
HONITON HEARING CENTRE

Did You Know?
Hearing loss is the 
third most common 
long-term health 
condition.

Need your hearing aid repaired? 
We offer warranted repairs to all makes 
and models of private hearing aids.

• Hearing Aid Consultations
• Hearing Aid Repairs
• Earwax Removal
• Tinnitus Assistance
• Hearing Tests
• Speech Mapping 

Our team continues to provide our 
customers with excellent services for all 
types of hearing related issues.

Call us 01404 47070 to discuss your requirements with one of our team members

AWARD
WINNING

C
entre of 

Excellence

Our professional team 
offer personal care 
for you

Make an appointment online via www.honiton-hear ing.co.uk

Independent Hearing Professionals Since 1999
HONITON HEARING CENTRE

Did You Know?
Hearing loss is the 
third most common 
long-term health 
condition.

Need your hearing aid repaired? 
We offer warranted repairs to all makes 
and models of private hearing aids.

• Hearing Aid Consultations
• Hearing Aid Repairs
• Earwax Removal
• Tinnitus Assistance
• Hearing Tests
• Speech Mapping 

Our team continues to provide our 
customers with excellent services for all 
types of hearing related issues.

Call us 01404 47070 to discuss your requirements with one of our team members

AWARD
WINNING

C
entre of 

Excellence

Our professional team 
offer personal care 
for you

Hearing Aid Consultations
Hearing Aid Repairs
Earwax Removal
Tinnitus Assistance
Hearing Tests
Speech Mapping

Our professional team offer personal care for you

Did You Know?
Hearing loss is the third
most common long-term
health condition.

YOUR LOCAL
PRINT SPECIALISTS

10% OFF WHEN USING CODE: TS100

www.taylorsignssw.com

10% OFF WHEN USING CODE: JTVBR100

• ACCIDENT DAMAGE
• INSURANCE CLAIMS

• BUMPER SCUFFS
• DENTS & SCRATCHES

 www.curtwillismotors.com - Fenny Bridges Honiton, Devon, EX14 3BG 

• Tyre Fitting
• Exhausts
• Brakes
• Cambelts
• Clutches
• Auto Air Conditioning
• Diagnostics
• Minor Repairs

CURT WILLIS MOTORS

REPAIRS, SERVICING, MAINTENANCE, MOTS

CALL US ON: 01404 851551

YOUR LOCAL FRIENDLY GARAGE
Serving Honiton, Ottery St Mary, and the East Devon Area

Put our 20-plus years of experience to work for you by calling our shop today.

Book Your
MOT Test with

Us Today

Hours of Operation
Mon - Fri: 8:30am – 5:30pm

Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed

DEVONS DOMESTIC
RECYCLING

 We collect for FREE your unwanted items
of  Bric and Brac, Garden Items, Furniture

Garage/House Clearance etc...

07581 429726    ddrecycling@hotmail.co.uk
24a New Street, Honiton EX14 1EX

DON’T WASTE, HELP REDUCE LANDFILL

=

& BEAUTY

Book now on: 01404 42537
Visit us at: 26 New Street, Honiton, EX14 1EX

E: houseofhair.honiton@hotmail.co.uk
W: www.houseofhairhoniton.com

Welcome to House of Hair

Our Customer Service is second-to-none,
with our attention to detail,

we aim to inspire and deliver excellence
above and beyond your expectations.

Now offering
Manicures, Pedicures, Waxing & Massages
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62 New Street, Honiton EX14 1BZ 
Please call for an appointment on 01404 42750
or book via our website www.newstreetvets.co.uk

Your local vets

Find 
us on 

. TREES & FENCING 
GENERAL LANDSCAPES 

Picket • Panel • Featheredge fencing etc. 
Decking • Turfing • Post Replacements 

General Fence & Gate Repairs 
All Types of Patios, Paths & Gravel 

Pruning • Felling • Hedge Trimming 
All green waste removed 

Fence Treatment 
Pressure Cleaning 

Friendly Free Quotation And Advice 
Ring Ted 07796 168388 I 01460 330124  

www.treesandfencingsw.co. uk 
treesandfencing@hotmail.com 

Licensed Waste Carrier~ Fully Insured (tree Surgery up to 20 feet) 

\ 

Find 
us on 

. TREES & FENCING 
GENERAL LANDSCAPES 

\ 

Find 
us on 

. TREES & FENCING 
GENERAL LANDSCAPES 

\ 

Block Pave Driveways

Ring Ted 07796 168388 / 01823 924000 / 01460 330124

HARTS OF HONITON
RENAULT AND DACIA DEALERS FOR EAST DEVON

NORTHCOTE HILL, HONITON  TEL: 01404 540920
for further details visit our website www.harts-renault.co.uk

USED CAR SALES | SERVICING & REPAIRS FOR ALL MAKES

MOT TESTING | PARTS & ACCESSORIES
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Come and be  
part of this  

special place 

Garden tea room 

Honey and gift shop 

Information & courses 

Wildflower meadow  

Gardens & orchard 

Near to Blackbury Camp, EX24 6JF    www.blackburyfarm.co.uk    01404 871600 
We are a dog-free site    Open 10am - 4pm Wednesday - Sunday 

Honiton Lions Club
Honiton Lions, who are busy selling 
tickets for their Annual Charity Draw 
have already raised £2,200. Following 
the Draw, to be held at the Otter Inn 
Weston, on 22nd September the Lions will 
donate the proceeds to local charities and 
good causes. The profit from last year’s 
draw enabled the Lions to give 10 local 
organisations £250 each.

The Barn Dance, which the Lions held 
in April, was so successful that they 
have decided to hold another one on 18th 
October at the Mackarness Hall. Further 
information about the event can be 
obtained by phoning Lion Nigel Cray on 
01404 43042. Tickets are available from 
The Costal Boutique at 62 High Street and 
The Little Shop of Seasons in Dolphin court 
at a cost of £8.

Honiton Lions have recently made the 
following donations: £250 to Water Aid the 
charity that aims to provide clean water 
to people in Third World Countries. £250 

to fund an eye camp where 
people have their sight 
restored and protected. 
£200 to a local resident who 
will be taking part in next 
years London Marathon to raise 
money for the charity Asthma & Lung UK 
and £150 to Honiton Air Training Corps.

The Lions have also purchased an electric 
scooter to assist a local person suffering 
from terminal cancer. Hopefully the 
vehicle will give the beneficiary greater 
mobility.

During the summer Honiton Lions Ladies 
have held two very successful plant sales, 
outside St Pauls Church, raising a total of 
£830 for charity.

As always if you would like to find out 
more about Lions Clubs International 
and in particular the Honiton Club please 
give me a call on 01404 43738 or mobile 
07966 173 828 or you can email me at 
brian.richards@honitonlions.org.uk or visit 
our website www.honitonlions.org.uk

01297 32470 | skips@axeskiphire.co.uk
Based in Axminster, Serving Devon,

Dorset & Somerset.

Man & 
Van

Service

Fully Licensed
Taken to our own Waste Transfer Station

& recycled where possible.

East Devon business
providing residential
& commercial services

Weed control on hard services

Moss & algae control on hard 
surfaces

Lawn treatments

Paddock treatments

Japanese knotweed control

01404 891 444
carl@completeweedcontrol.co.uk
www.completeweedcontrol.co.uk

In the photo from left to right is, Lion Terry, President Lion Brian and Sponsering 
Lion Nigel at our badging ceremony in the August meeting.
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We spend a third of our lives in bed… make it the right one

Contact: 01395 579576  
Email: info@sidmouthbeds.co.uk    120 High Street, Sidmouth  EX10 8EE

- Handmade in the UK
- Natural sumptuous fillings - 

including cotton, wool, silk, 
pashmina, alpaca wool and 
bamboo

- Variety of pocket spring 
counts from 1000 - 9000

- Range of mattress tensions 
available from Soft to a Firm 
Orthopaedic feel

- Delivery within 1-3 weeks
We believe quality speaks louder 
than labels. Find your perfect 
bed today and get the ultimate 
good night’s sleep

Visit our showroom to see our NEW 
luxury traditional mattresses

CLASSIC POCKET  
1000 PROMOTION
4ft 6 Classic Pocket 1000 
Divan Set 
Containing 1000 Individually 
pocketed springs. Medium 
Tension. High quality damask. 
Turning handles and vents.
• 2 Free Drawers!
• Free Matching Headboard! 
• Coordinating base in  
 colour of your choice).  
 20+ fabric options
3ft - £499     
4ft & 4ft 6 - £599    
5ft - £699     
6ft - £849

Your local long-standing, family-run bed and mattress supplier

• Free delivery within  
 a 20 mile radius
• Free setup on all  
 beds purchased
• Old bed disposal  
 undertaken (charges  
 apply)
• Special size beds  
 made to order
• Adjustable beds  
 available
• Open 6 days a week  
 Monday to Saturday   
 9.30am–4pm
• Experienced sales  
 staff to help you find  
 the perfect bed

SLEEP LIKE ROYALTY WITHOUT THE PRICE TAG!

NEW IN 
To Sidmouth  

Bed Centre

NEW PATIENTS,
WELCOME!

 www.honitoneyeclinic.co.uk  01404 43044

BEEHIVEHONITON.CO.UK
BOX OFFICE: 01404 384050

A Celebration Of The Music Of Coldplay;
capturing the energy and sound of one

of the biggest bands in the world!
“Brilliant musicians! Great Sound!”

SAT 12 OCT - 7.30PM 
AT THE BEEHIVE HONITON. TICKETS £26

TEL: 07712 129876
SALES@KODEDESIGNS.COM  

WWW.KODEDESIGNS.COM

WEBSITE DESIGN  |  PRINTING
PRINT DESIGN  |  SEO MAINTENANCE

A COMPLETE DESIGN & PRINT SOLUTION

P R I N T  &  D E S I G N

10% DISCOUNT
WHEN QUOTING THE HONITON FLYER

FREE
PRINTING
DELIVERY

SIN
GLE

USE
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Call today for your FREE on-site no obligation Gorilla quote

We create stunning gardens that  
last a lifetime – and we can 
maintain them too, so when
we build – we build to LAST

YOUR EXPERT TEAM 
THE HARD
LANDSCAPE 
& FENCING
SPECIALIST

Call: 01404 510 253
gorillasw.com

All backed by the Gorilla ‘No worries’ Guarantee  of 100% satisfaction

– FOUNDER

Brett 
Marriott

FROM ROOF TOP TO ROAD SIDE – SORTED!

GORILLA QUALITY GARDENS BY GORILL
A

• Landscaping & patio builds
• Fences built 
• Stump grinding
• Turfing specialists
• Drive, patios or paths cleaned
• Leaf clear up
• Hedges trimmed
• Garden cleared
• Roof cleaned & treated

GO ON, GET THE GORILLAS IN!

Fences and decks perfected

Lushious landscapes

GET IT DONE, GET THE GORILLA TEAM IN!

PEACE OF MIND – GUARANTEED
Gorilla fences come with a minimum 24-month materials and workmanship guarantee.
Timber is a natural material. It doesn’t always behave as expected.
Should anything go wrong, a panel, board, post or rail need replacing, a quick call  
will have it sorted for you. No cost, no hassle and certainly no problem.

We GUARANTEE every Gorilla fence is there to last – GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

FENCE IT AND FORGET IT
From post and rail to a full height boundary fences that provide privacy and security,  
every property is different and needs the right fence for the situation. Fit for purpose.  
Do it once, do it right.

THE GORILLA APPROACH TO FOOL-PROOF FENCES:

Gorilla will visit your site to:

• carefully measure, take photographs
• identify obstacles or obstructions, check the ground, establish a fence plan
• agree the exact position for your fence
• make sure you get the very best value fence for your situation
• We can speak with neighbours if you would like us to as well so they know to   
 expect us there. A written quote will be provided for every fence. 

On acceptance, we agree the dates and schedule it in so we get the job done for you.

A FEW THINGS TO CONSIDER 

Safety and Security - Pets, children and the security of your property during all fencing 
works is considered. We have specific job management plans to minimise identified risks.
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Research shows that groups like u3a 
provide friendship and the sharing of 
experiences which improve wellbeing, 
and help older people to live a more 
fulfilled third age. Honiton u3a 
encourages its members to develop 
and share their interests, to try 
something new and to socialise with 
like-minded people.

Honiton u3a is holding another series 
of illustrated talks at The Beehive, with 
the latest on Wednesday October 16th, 
when Mary Smith will be discussing 
the recently discovered artwork of a 
World War Two school art teacher. Her 
talk, entitled “A Schoolgirls War”, will 
begin at 2 p.m. Doors open at 1.30 p.m. 
Visitors are welcome in return for a 
donation of £2.

On Wednesday, November 20th, 
Graham Short will be talking about 
his work as a Micro-Artist. Considered 
to be one of the most talented living 
exponents of this highly specialised 
art-form, his achievements include 
engraving The Lord’s Prayer on the 
head of a pin.

Among next year’s highlights, Honiton 
u3a is delighted to welcome back one 
of its most popular speakers, when 
on February 12th Dr. Todd Gray will 
be talking about the cloth trade in 
Georgian Devon.

Woollen cloth was Devon’s most 
important export from the 1500s until 
the early 1800s.  The discovery of 

Devon’s only sample book of historic 
cloth has reinvigorated the study of this 
industry. In this lecture, Dr. Gray will 
outline how Exeter became the centre 
of European serge production. 

As well as the talks at The Beehive, 
Honiton u3a offers its members 36 
different Interest Groups who meet each 
month. Groups range from Walking and 
Nature Appreciation, to Current Affairs 
and History, from Book Groups and 
Poetry Appreciation to Knitting and 
Crochet.

They have recently introduced a number 
of new groups including French and 
Spanish, Art for Fun, Local History, 
Family History, Photography and 
Cribbage. Honiton u3a hopes to 
introduce further new groups during the 
Autumn.

Further information about Honiton u3a 
and how to join is available on their 
website: u3asites.org.uk/Honiton

Honiton branch
Call 01823 672021      Email honiton@greenthumb.co.uk

We provide a premium lawn care experience.

We seed them, feed them, even control  
the weeds. So, you don’t have to.

For a FREE lawn analysis visit  
greenthumb.co.uk or contact our local team.

You treat yourself,
we’ll treat the lawn

‘There are no strangers here; Only friends you haven’t met yet’

Honiton
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First held in 1972, the 2024 Rally is 

infact the 52nd rally, which is quite 

an achievement!

The new site at Smeatharpe (Upottery 

Airfield – the home to “Band of 

Brothers”) is a very fitting venue for a 

nostalgic event such as this.

The Honiton Flyer attended on 

Bank Holiday Monday, and enjoyed 

the banter of the auction sale, 

then a good wander around the 

demonstrations and exhibits.

This site is eminently suitable for 

the Rally; a large level area with big 

sections of concrete runway (no 

problems with mud), beside standing 

corn for harvest demonstrations, 

stubble cultivation and steam 

ploughing. Easy for 

exhibitors to set up, 

visitors and vehicles 

to move around 

(and quite popular 

with cyclists!)

Behind the harvest demonstration 

was the lawn-mower racing, and 

further down the runway trade 

stands and the static displays of cars, 

motorcycles, tractors, stationary 

engines and military vehicles.

Congratulations to the organisers.

HONITON HILL RALLY 2024
SHO

W

HIGHLIGHTS
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1. A&S Woodland Ltd
2. Antiques Bazaar
3. Axe Skip Hire Ltd
4. Blackbury Honey Farm
5. Bluebird Care
6. C Plant Services
7. Caravan & Motorhome 

Solutions
8. Curt Willis Motors

9. Devon Domestic Recycling
10. Everys Solicitors
11. First Light Home 

Improvements
12. Harts Of Honition
13. Helen Hunt Aesthetics
14. Honiton Chiropractic Clinic
15. House of Hair & Beauty
16. Jamie Taylor Vehicle Repairs

17. Lymebay Winery
18. MKM Building Supplies
19. MST Auctioneers
20. Nana`s Attic
21. New Street Vets
22. Ottery Office & Computer Ltd
23. Parnell Coaches
24. Peter Betteridge 
25. Roberts Home Hardware
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MOBILE SERVICES: 
• Beehive Care & Training Group
• Complete Weed Control
• Gorilla Grounds Gardens
• Greenthumb
• Kode Print & Design
• PSV Compliance Training
• River Exe Health Care
• The Vintage Forager
• Trees & Fencing

26. Sidmouth Bed & Mattress Centre
27. Taylor Signs
28. The Beehive
29. The Coastal Boutique
30. The Drewe Arms
31. The Honiton Eye Clinic
32. The Honiton Hearing Centre
33. The Lace Knittery
34. Vicki's Hidden Treasures
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Open Tuesday - Sunday from 12pm

Award winning freshly cooked food using 
local produce and even some of our home 
grown fruit and vegetables. 

Food service times; 12-3pm & 5-8.30pm 
Tuesday to Saturday & Sunday 12pm-4pm

www.facebook.com/TheDreweArms

@thedrewearms
01404 841267

www.drewearmsinn.co.uk 

The Drewe Arms  |  Broadhembury  |  Honiton  |  Devon  |  EX14 3NF

The Drewe Arms

The Drewe Arms
Rob, Nat, Rebecca, Austin and their team are looking 
forward to welcoming you to The Drewe Arms!

The Drewe is a 16th Century building, with all its 
beautiful and quirky features you would expect to 
find in a pub of its age. It is nestled in the Blackdown 
Hills, an area of outstanding natural beauty. The 
village itself is a beautiful chocolate box village 
vibrant with a wonderful friendly atmosphere.

Whether you choose to settle in by the wood-burning 
stove, which casts a gentle warm bonhomie to all or, 
if the weather is kind, out into the expansive garden 
where the patio and grassed areas sport chunky 
tables and benches, you are sure to find a spot to 
relax and enjoy the occasion.

Wood fired pizza’s available on selected 
weekends throughout the summer.
Live music nights througout the summer, 
please see our social media channels for more information.

BEDS • MATTRESSES • BED LINEN • BEDROOM FURNITURE • CHAIRS

01404 549992 • WWW.BEDEXPERT.CO.UK • 115 HIGH STREET HONITON
*Excludes headboard. Base fabric and colour for illustration purposes only.

SHERBORNE RECLINERS
FROM £999

DOUBLE POCKET SPRUNG
DIVAN SET* £599! 

NEW IN! 

5 YEAR GUARANTEE 10 YEAR GUARANTEE

Peter Betteridge - ‘Your Bed Expert’ 
has been a proud staple of Honiton’s vibrant high 
street for 20 years and throughout we have strived to 
provide expert guidance and product knowledge to our 
customers alongside exemplary service to ensure many 
nights and years of restful sleep.

Conscious of the current cost of living, we offer a 
wide range of quality products to suit every need, style 
and budget. This is reflected in our extensive variety 
of mattresses, beds and chairs from manufacturers 
such as Vispring, Sleepeezee, Hypnos, Tempur 
and Sherborne, plus unique collections of bedroom 
furniture, linen, bedding and accessories. We 
“price match” and offer interest free credit to ensure 
affordability. 

Our Sleepeezee double mattresses currently start from 
only £399. Alongside our premium brands these are 
wonderfully supportive mattresses which will give years of 
comfort and come with 10-year guarantees for ultimate 
peace of mind.
Our range of Sherborne manual or powered rise and 
reclining chairs start from only £999 and are available 
to try in-store in a host of inspiring fabrics, leathers and 
colours to suit all levels of comfort. We offer specialist 
delivery nationally where we carry your purchase to your 
room of choice, assemble and even take the packaging 
away to be recycled. All this and a commitment to 
providing superior aftercare.
As an independent Devon company we are proud of our 
“family run” ethos; this is where we believe we stand out 
from other retailers. We recently won The National Bed 
Federation’s Small Retailer Champion award 2023-24.

YOUR BED EXPERT
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    MONTHLY AUCTIONS    
    of       
   Antiques, Collectibles, China & Memorabilia  
   Mid Century, Retro & Vintage Furniture 
   Commercial & Domestic Catering Equipment 
   Office Furniture & Equipment, PCs & Printers 
   Plant, Machinery & Engineering Equipment 
   Woodworking Equipment &Timber 
   Commercial Vehicles & Probate Vehicles   
   Classic Cars & Boats 
   Insolvency & High Court Enforcement Sales 
 
 
 
 
  
 
         Crown Derby £860         Steinway Grand £6,600      Moorcroft Vases £950               Hardy Motor Boat £10,400                  Vanden Plas 1963  £35,500    

 

             Asset Valuations     On Site Auctions      Probate Valuations       Insolvency Sales     

VW Beetle 1973 £9,680 MF 35 1964 £4,200 

Discovery  2017  £31,500     Navara Tekna 2017  £14,600 

Great British Railways 
on the horizon!
The early weeks of the new Government 
have seen our railways feature strongly 
in its plans. The King’s Speech confirmed 
proposals to nationalise almost all passenger 
services and to create a new body, called 
Great British Railways, to take responsibility 
for tracks and signalling as well as services. 
This process will take several years, 
however, as the Government will only take 
over services when the present contracts 
with operators such as South Western 
Railway (SWR) expire.

To those of us who use the railways, in 
the end what matters is not who has legal 
ownership of the service but whether 
the trains run on time, are reliable and 
comfortable. Therefore, it is important 
to recognise that, despite their existing 
contract with the Government running 
out next year, SWR are still firmly looking 
ahead. 

At a recent meeting, they announced that 
the company is developing a 15-year plan for 
the West of England Line. The key elements 
of this plan are to improve performance 
and the reliability of services, to increase 
capacity on the line by introducing new 
services, especially between Honiton and 
Exeter, and to replace the rolling stock.

These are, of course, long-term goals, with 
the increased service dependent on the 

track improvements west of Honiton that 
we continue to campaign hard for. Whoever 
runs the railway will also need shortly to 
decide when the very necessary updating 
of the signalling systems in the Salisbury 
and Exeter areas are carried out, which will 
replace older systems that increasingly have 
begun to break down. 

At present, several options for rolling stock 
are being considered. The first involves 
battery electric trains, which could be 
modified versions of existing units or new 
stock. As an alternative, “cleaner” diesels 
trains could be introduced, although this 
would not of itself help move towards net 
zero. 

As a stopgap, the existing trains could 
have their life extended beyond the early 
2030s, in the hope that better alternatives, 
including more efficient batteries and fast-
charging technology will become available. 
Further full electrification of lines in the 
South West seems a distant prospect.

To passengers using the service every day, 
talk of 15-year plans and nationalisation bills 
may seem to be of only academic interest. 
All they want is a regular, efficient service, 
at a reasonable cost, that is not delayed or 
cancelled. Working closely with the rail 
industry, I know that everyone concerned is 
doing everything they can to make sure this 
happens, now and in the future.

to find out more visit
friendsofhonitonstation.org.uk

Welcome to the

Lyme Bay Winery
Cellar Door

Visit us to discover our wide range of award-winning drinks, made here on site. We are passionate about producing delicious, 
English still and sparkling wine, Fruit wine, Mead, Cider, Gin, Rum and Liqueurs.  Come and find out why the judges gave us 
a Specialist Retailer Gold Award, learn how we create our fabulous products and have a little taste of course! 

Lyme Bay Winery, Shute, Axminster, Devon EX13 7PW  what3words location  ///grapes.winemaker.gosh
t: 01297551355 e: steve.richardson@lbwdrinks.co.uk  www.lymebaywinery.co.uk

Opening hours are Monday – Saturday 9:30 - 4:30. Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:00. Sunday 11:00 - 3:00.

*Guided Tasting Experiences must be pre-booked.  Please email us for full package details.
**Exclusions apply, please ask in Cellar Door for full details.  In person sales in Cellar Door only.

Guided

Tasting

Experiences

now available!*

Bring this ad
to get 10% off

Lyme Bay
goodies!*

FR
IENDS OF

STATION



26 27Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk26 27

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT 
WWW.CPLANTSERVICES.COM

OR CALL 01404 850357

WE SPECIALISE IN HIRE OF
PLANT MACHINERY, GARDENCARE

& ACCESS MACHINERY.

• EXCAVATORS
• DUMPERS
• ROLLERS
• WOODCHIPPERS
• CHERRY PICKERS
• CRUSHERS
• & MORE…

 Ottery Office & Computer Ltd
 www.otterycomputers.co.uk

OFFICE SUPPLIES - COMPUTER - MEDIA SERVICES
28 Mill Street, Ottery St Mary

Printing Service - Anything from Cards to Plans & Photos
Print from Email, Phone or USB

PPCC//LLaappttoopp  RReeppaaiirrss,,  PPaappeerr  &&  IInnkk  CCaarrttrriiddggeess  aanndd  mmoorree....

PPHHOONNEE::  0011440044  881144994466

• On-site and Remote Driver Training
• Driver CPC Courses for PSV and HGV Drivers.
• Driver Assessements
• Operational Compliance Support
• Get 5% o� All online Driver CPC Courses with 

code CK2024.  When booked before the end 
2024

For more information visit www.psv-ct.co.uk
E-Mail info@psv-ct.co.uk or Call 0117-941-9457

Supporting the unique individuals within the
Passenger and Road Transport industry

• On-site and Remote Driver Training
• Driver CPC Courses for PSV and HGV Drivers.
• Driver Assessements
• Operational Compliance Support
• Get 5% o� All online Driver CPC Courses with 

code CK2024.  When booked before the end 
2024

For more information visit www.psv-ct.co.uk
E-Mail info@psv-ct.co.uk or Call 0117-941-9457

Supporting the unique individuals within the
Passenger and Road Transport industry

• On-site and Remote Driver Training
• Driver CPC Courses for PSV and HGV Drivers.
• Driver Assessements
• Operational Compliance Support
• Get 5% o� All online Driver CPC Courses with 

code CK2024.  When booked before the end 
2024

For more information visit www.psv-ct.co.uk
E-Mail info@psv-ct.co.uk or Call 0117-941-9457

Supporting the unique individuals within the
Passenger and Road Transport industry

A Family owned business established in 2013

The Manor Annexe, Horton Manor, 
Horton Cross, Ilminster TA19 9PY

thelaceknittery@outlook.com @thelaceknittery

We specialise in natural �bres, heritage yarns, 
sustainability, and ethical crafting.

www.thelaceknittery.com

07795193219 or 07795197473

Open: Monday-Saturday 9:30-4pm.

Guided

Tasting

Experiences

now available!*

Established in 2013, The Lace Knittery is a 
family-owned business specializing in natural 
fibers, heritage yarns, sustainability, and ethical 
crafting. Proudly designated a Rowan flagship 
store, we offer the full Shetland spindrift range 
and are the sole stockists of Hedgehog Fibres 
in the southwest.

Our diverse offerings encompass patchwork, 
embroidery, spinning, felting, and a forthcoming 
ready-to-wear line. Join our Wednesday knit 
nights and upcoming skill-enhancing classes. 
Count on us for project aid, crafting guidance, 
or a friendly chat.

Discover our unique range, including self-
produced yarns, kits, and patterns, all drawing 
from the enchanting 
British Isles. Let every 
colour at The Lace Knittery 
weave a captivating tale. 
We await your visit at our 
Rowan flagship store for 
an unforgettable crafting 
journey.

We hope to see you soon.
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The Museum was opened in November 
1946, and with a variety of volunteers 
guiding the development of the 
displays, it remains today in the safe 
hands of a group of enthusiastic 
volunteers. Originally the building 
was the chapel to Allhallows School 
which once occupied the site.

As a consequence there are 
many interesting and historic 
paintings on the arched 
ceilings of the museum. The 
foundation of the museum 
displays came from the 
private collection of Mr John 
Murch.

By 1965 the records show that the 
museum welcomed 5,000 visitors 
during the year. In the same year 
bones of various exotic animals were 
found during the excavations for the 
Honiton bypass. These important 
and exciting finds include hippo and 
elephant bones, some of which have 
ended up in Exeter Museum.

In the early 1980’s as a result of the 
inspired decision to expand the 
collections and displays of local lace, 
visitor numbers rose dramatically. 
Then followed The Annual Honiton 
Lace Day,  which brought even more 
visitors from far and wide. Between 
1979 and 1992 the lace collection 
rose from 25 pieces to 208 pieces, 

Now, Allhallows Museum 
is the home to many local 

artefacts, including the 
most comprehensive 
collection of Honiton lace 
in the world!

For visitors seeking 
information about their 

ancestors, Allhallows 
Museum is Devon Record 

Office Service Point for 50 
parishes surrounding Honiton. 

Allhallows Museum is open from 
Easter to October from Monday to 
Saturday of every week, and is run 
entirely by volunteers.

www.honitonmuseum.co.uk

ALLHALLOWS 
MUSEUM, 
HONITON.

ALLHALLOWS MUSEUM
IN NEED OF REPAIRS

Allhallows Museum, Honiton is an accredited museum and a 
registered charity (306645) run entirely by volunteers. 

At the beginning of  this year we had to take down and replace the lath 
and plaster ceiling in the Nicoll Gallery which was about to collapse 

and that cost the charity over £10,000.

Now we need to replace the 121 year old  lead flat roof which covers the 
Gallery because it  leaks when it rains, is beyond repair

and no longer fit for purpose. 

WE HAVE BEEN QUOTED £40,000 FOR THE WORK
WHICH HAS  TO BE DONE URGENTLY.

The basic  day to day running costs of the
museum are £55.70 per day, 365 days a year.

We rely on the generosity of our visitors for most of the Museum’s 
funding, so every  contribution to this project

would be most welcome and appreciated. 

Elsie Stanbury (a museum trustee) has set up a 
fund raiser on a go fund me page https://gofund.me/ebce171f

and there is a donate button on our website
www.honitonmuseum.co.uk 

Scan to donate
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BEEHIVE CARE

Hive Comfort: Caring for
Blackdown Hills

Communities with
Compassion & Expertise

01404 643883

Companionship & Social Engagement
Meal Planning & Preparation

Chores & Housework

Personal Care & Medication Assistance

info@bct-group.co.uk www.bct-group.co.uk

Appointment Assistance

Transportation, Shopping & Errands

Areas We Cover 
Buckland Saint Mary
Culmstock
Yarcombe
Payhembury
Dunkeswell
Hemyock
Gittisham
Cullompton
Honiton
Wellington 

Our personalised care approach focuses
on understanding each individual's

unique requirements & providing tailored
solutions for their well-being.

As the crisp air of autumn begins to arrive, 
Beehive Care & Training Group Ltd is proud 
to reaffirm our commitment to delivering 
top-tier care services to the residents 
of Honiton and the surrounding areas, 
including the scenic Blackdown Hills. Our 
dedication to enhancing the quality of life 
for those in need of support remains at the 
forefront of everything we do.

Beehive Care understand that every 
individual has unique needs and 
preferences. Our comprehensive range 
of domiciliary care services is designed 
to ensure that each person receives the 
personalised care they deserve, right in the 
comfort of their own home.

Our services extend beyond just the 
basics—we also provide specialised care 
for those living with conditions such as 
dementia, offering a reassuring presence 
and skilled support to both clients and 
their families.

Whether it’s assisting with daily tasks 
like washing and dressing, providing 
essential companionship, or supporting 
individuals with complex 
health conditions, our 
team of experienced 
community carers is 
here to help.

So, as we move into 
the autumn months, 
please check-out how 
Beehive Care & 
Training Group 
Ltd can help 
please visit our 
website at

Caring for Blackdown Hills Communities with Compassion & Expertise.

www.bct-group.co.uk.

 

OUT WITH THE OLD…  

 

 
 
 

We have moved  
and  

Re-branded 
 
 
 

Following our recent purchase of ROBERTS in Ottery St Mary, we have 
bought both brands together under the new name of: 

 
 

Roberts Home Hardware 
Est 1907 

 
Dean and Mark are looking forward to welcoming customers, New and Old to 

our new premises, we still offer all the old services of Key Cutting, Shoe 
Repairs, Engraving, Dry Cleaning plus now a wide range of General 

Hardware and Cleaning Products and so much MORE pop in and see us! 
 

Find us at: 
  
104 High Street 
Honiton EX14 1JW 
01404 47052 
 
And 
 
13 Broad Street 
Ottery St Mary EX11 1BU 
01404 813240  
 …IN WITH THE NEW 

 

Dean and Mark are looking forward to welcoming customers,
New and Old to our new premises, we still offer all the old services of Key 
Cutting, Shoe Repairs, Engraving, Dry Cleaning plus now a wide range 

of General Hardware and Cleaning Products
and so much MORE pop in and see us!
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Est 1907 

 
Dean and Mark are looking forward to welcoming customers, New and Old to 

our new premises, we still offer all the old services of Key Cutting, Shoe 
Repairs, Engraving, Dry Cleaning plus now a wide range of General 

Hardware and Cleaning Products and so much MORE pop in and see us! 
 

Find us at: 
  
104 High Street 
Honiton EX14 1JW 
01404 47052 
 
And 
 
13 Broad Street 
Ottery St Mary EX11 1BU 
01404 813240  
 …IN WITH THE NEW 

 

Roberts Home Hardware

Find us at:

104 High Street
Honiton
EX14 1JW
Tel: 01404 47052

and

13 Broad Street
Ottery St Mary
EX11 1BU
Tel: 01404 813240 …IN WITH THE NEW

Est 1907



32 33Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk32 33

THE HONITON SHOW
1 August 2024
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LUPPITT HARBOUR
With the summer holidays now over, many may 
be happy to say farewell to the 2024 season of 
caravans, tents and general ubiquity of tourists. 
But whilst they are buying their ice creams, 
hiking up the local produce prices, and blocking 
you in a traffic jam on the morning of that 
important meeting, do any of you know how to 
single them out?

In 1977 a letter appeared in the former local 
rag, “The Pulman’s Weekly News”, titled ‘How 
to spot a grockle’. The letter described them 
‘as creatures found usually wandering around 
in groups’ who ‘swarm down to the beach in 
droves…when the sun is out’ and are ‘easy to 
recognise in various shades of red and brown’ 
whose ‘diet is basically very simple – chips’. 
However, if the reader still had trouble spotting 
examples of ‘grockles’ the author went on 
to describe how they always ask ‘very funny 
questions’ such as “What do you put in those 
crab sandwiches”, “Is your cat real” and “Look 
at all those mackerel swimming in fresh water”! 

Those stranded on the pre Honiton bypass days 
were easy to recognise as ‘grockles’ however, 
some clever local entrepreneurs, for ‘a couple 
of bob’, would direct these stranded motorists, 
via secret shortcuts, through the back lanes 
to the open highway. Yet it was, and still is to 
some, also customary to send these ‘out of 
towners’ on ‘the scenic route’ shall we say: by 

directing those, who pull up with their window 
down asking “Excuse me, where is…?”, the 
wrong way, or at least give them points to 
look out for, on the dictated route, that don’t 
actually exist until they have gone mad, thrown 
the sat-nav from the window and are hopelessly 
lost! One such location, perhaps the favourite of 
places, Honitonians seem to like sending these 
forlorn creatures to must-be ‘Luppitt Harbour’ 
and you might even find one of these naive 
‘wound down window’ travellers actually asking of 
its whereabouts.

The origins of this local ‘red herring’ are not 
really known. However, in 1977 a Mr Bowditch 
put forward a fishy story that he had been told 
by his father. It was said the village ‘simpleton’ of 
Luppit set some mole traps on Luppit Common 
and, during the night, some prankster set one of 
the traps off by sticking a ‘bloater’ in it. When, 
the following morning, the lad found he had 
caught a fish 600 feet above sea level in the 
middle of a field, it apparently never occurred to 
him that someone was ‘having him on’ and the 
story went round the village ‘faster than gossip’ 
and hence the area, near where the boy had set 
the traps, got the infamous local nickname. 

Whether or not this actual account was the 
origin of this watery tourist attraction perhaps 
this retelling will save any future holiday makers 
the embarrassment of being sent on a fishy day 
trip to ‘Luppitt Harbour’ the next time a local 
suggests it to them! 

Many editions of the former newspaper Pulman’s 
Weekly can be viewed in Honiton Museum, which 
is also unfortunately needing to raise some funds to 
repair lead work to the roof so please drop by and 
support this fascinating local history spot.

Photo credit: Allhallows Museum

Photo credit: Allhallows Museum

CALL US ON: 01460 63320
info@caravanmotorhomesolutions.co.uk
www.caravanmotorhomesolutions.co.uk
Littlecombe Garage, Touches Lane, Chaffcombe Rd, Chard, Somerset, TA2O 1RR

MOTORHOME
HABATITION CHECKS CARAVAN

SERVICING

ACCIDENT
REPAIRS

MOTORHOME
VEHICLE SERVICES

MOTORHOME
& CARAVAN
INSURANCE REPAIRS

SOLAR PANELS
& LEISURE BATTERIES

VALETING

VISIT O
UR

SMALL

LE
ISURE

SHOP

INSURANCE APPROVED
BODY SHOP

• Residential & Commercial Property

• Family Law

• Inheritance Tax

• Wills, Trusts and Probate

• Personal Injury

• Disputes and Claims

• Company & Commercial

• Agricultural/Rural

Located across East Devon and Somerset, our 
solicitors can provide you with expert advice to 
guide you through your matter from start to finish.

Call us on 01404 43431  
or email law@everys.co.uk everys.co.uk

Whatever your  
legal needs,  
talk to Everys.

Honiton • Exeter • Exmouth • Seaton • Sidmouth • Tiverton • Taunton • Crewkerne
Authorised and Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (no. 655338).
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The

Flyer

TRADING 7 DAYS A WEEK

The Old Textile Mill, South Street, Crewkerne. TA18 8AG

Tel: 01460 77121
www.antiquesbazaar.co.uk

A Great Centre for Antiques and Collectables

DO YOU LIKE WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN IN THIS EDITION OF THE HONITON FLYER?

OUR VERY POPULAR QUARTERLY PUBLICATION COULD HELP YOUR BUSINESS!

Our colourful and eye-catching town guide is distributed by Royal Mail to every business and private address 
around Honiton and the EX14 postcode. That is over 10,000 addresses, stretching  from Widworthy to 
Broadhembury, and from Feniton to Smeatharpe, plus all of Honiton Town.

All our advertisers have copies to display on their premises, and more copies are available at ALLHALLOWS 
MUSEUM, WINDMILL GARAGE, THE GRAZING COW, WETHERSPOONS, TESCO, THE HARE & HOUNDS, 
HIGHFIELD STORES.

We publish 4 times a year –  Winter, Spring , Summer and Autumn. Our next edition for Winter 2024 will 
be distributed week commencing Monday 9 December. Booking deadline Friday 8 November 2024.

We have our own graphics design team who can create a great advert for you 
absolutely free of charge.

NEXT BOOKING DEADLINE 8 November 2024.

DISTRIBUTION WEEK COMMENCING
Monday 9 December 2024.

Please call 07852 484419
or email theflyerpublications@gmail.com.

WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS TO SUCCEED!
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Happy and 
supported in 
your home

•   Home Care
•   Personal Care
•   Community Access
•   Dementia Care
•   Palliative Care
•   Complex Care Support
•   Live-in Care

Call us today
01395 264767 www.riverexehealthcare.co.uk   

We are a family-run 
business, committed 
to providing care of 
the highest quality 
with compassion and 
kindness.

River Exe

Call Tim on 01404 47502 / 07790 966667
or Leon on 07856 867388

Email: info@parnellscoaches.co.uk
www.parnellcoaches.co.uk

7, Alliance Court, Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton EX14 1YL

A GOOD SELECTION OF VEHICLES AVAILABLE FOR SALE

MINI & MIDI COACHES ALWAYS WANTED

WE OFFER RELIABLE AND COMFORTABLE COACH
SERVICES FOR A VARIETY OF OCCASIONS

Our fleet of modern coaches can accommodate groups of all sizes
and our professional drivers will ensure a safe and comfortable journey.

CORPORATE EVENTS  AIRPORT TRANSFERS  SCHOOL TRIPS
CONCERTS AND FESTIVALS  WEDDINGS  DAY TRIPS

SPORTS TEAM OUTINGS  FAMILY REUNIONS

Are you considering downsizing, needing to sort a loved 
one’s estate, or looking to release some cash from your 
collectables? We can help!      

Wendy and Darren Coleman are a husband and wife team, 
based in Crewkerne, who buy antique and vintage items. 
We offer a discreet, professional and friendly home visit 
service to help you sell unwanted treasures!      

Anything old and interesting will be considered. 

We will visit your property at a time 
convenient to you, assess your 
collection, make you an offer on the 
spot, pay you in cash, and pack and 
take away the items that day.

We look forward to hearing 
from you! 

Wendy: 07768 613126 Darren: 07796 080070
Home phone: 01460 78200

Email: thevintageforager2020@gmail.com
Instagram @the_vintage_forager

Are you considering downsizing, needing to sort a loved 
one’s estate, or looking to release some cash from your 

collectables! We can help!                                                                              
Wendy and Darren Coleman are a husband and wife team, 
based in Crewkerne, who buy antique and vintage items.                        
We offer a discreet, professional and friendly home visit    

service to help you sell unwanted treasures!                             
Anything old and interesting will be considered. 

We will visit your property at a time convenient to you,    
assess your collection, make you an offer on the spot, pay 
you in cash, and pack and take away the items that day.                                             

We look forward to hearing from you! 
 

Wendy - 07768 613126 
Darren - 07796 080070 
Home phone - 01460 78200 
thevintageforager2020@gmail.com 
Instagram @the_vintage_forager 



Bluebird Care East Devon

01404 814880
eastdevon@bluebirdcare.co.uk  
bluebirdcare.co.uk/east-devon

H   me
is where the heart is

Let’s keep it thereTM   

Home Care • Bespoke Care Plans • Night Home

Call us for a friendly  
chat about care at home.


